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“ ’Anthropocene’ is the proposed name for a geologic epoch in which 

humans have become the major force determining the continuing 

livability of the earth. The words tell a big story: living arrangements 

that took millions of years to put into place are being undone in the 

blink of an eye. The hubris of conquerors and corporations makes it 

uncertain what we can bequeath to our next generations, human and 

not human. … How can we best use our research to stem the tide of 

ruination? ” 

Tsing, Swanson, Gan & Bubandt, 2017



“[Earth’s] geological cycles demand a geophilosophy that 

doesn’t simply think in terms of human events and human 

significance.”

(Morton, 2013)

“How can we think in times of urgencies?” … “The order is 

re-knitted: human beings are with and of the earth, and the 

biotic and abiotic powers of this earth are the main story. 

However, the doings of situated, actual human beings 

matter.” 

(Haraway, 2016)



Temporal attunements in practice

①Corporate strategy practices – and traces 

of alternatives

②Entrepreneurship in the Anthropocene –

the Glacial Rock Flour project

③Hyperobjects – exploring dust through

sound and material reflections
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Corporate strategy practices

– and traces of alternatives



Time in corporate strategy

• Interviews with 10 Danish top 
managers (Mærsk, Carlsberg, 
Novozymes…)

• ’Caught’ i 3 temporal horizons: 1 
year, 3-5 years, ’long term’ (10-15)

• ’Presentism’; the future is now and 
controlled by the market

• Alternative temporalities and 
agency: the value of the past, , 
duration, designing the  
unpredictable

How can present corporate strategy, building on short-term objectives, 

incorporate future social pressures consisting of complex and longitudinal

issues? (Postdoc, CBS/Carlsbergfondet)

Companies must play by the market rules to reach the future, perspicuously

expressed by several managers as a ‘need to win’: a ‘primary task to win and 

earn a lot of money every quarter’ (R.3); a decision to ‘only be in those business 

areas where we say that we can really make a difference – where we can win in 

the market and be what we call top quartile’ (R.9); a constant question of ‘can

we beat [our competitors]?’ (R.10)

”We can be absolutely sure that our assessments of the price of [this] in 2035, 

and of supply and demand, will turn out to be spectacularly wrong, but at least

we have a structured approach to it based on analyses and studies.”

”I mean, of course if you have a WACC (Weighted Average Cost of Capital) of 

[…] 5 per cent, then a 10-year horizon is … then there’s not much left when you

get out there.” (R.6)

”It’s like a Christmas calendar with 24 numbers, where we have loosely placed each

wicket, [and] then the idea is that you start by opening wicket number one and then

number two […], but what’s inside wicket 6, 8, 10 or 24; well they might only be opened in 

10-15 years. Other architects may have to design what’s inside them.”

”I have named it commercial redemption, right […]. When you drill far down in your

business, you can rediscover things and see opportunities.”

”So if something exists [in 200 years], it will be our culture and values that we want to 

contribute with, and we want to contribute to society. Because we are privately owned, [our

ownership foundation] takes care of a lot of the societal needs […] and you can say that if

they give [money] to education, or to … It is the foundation that does it, that owns the 

shares, but the money for it [the foundation’s social investments] is generated from here

[the business]. So you could say; who really carries that responsibility?”
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Entrepreneurship in the Anthropocene 

– the Glacial Rock Flour project





Glacial rock flour – what and why?

• Global problem with depleted soil (lack of 
nutrients)

• E.g. phosphorus is a geographically limited 
resource (and harvested through mining)

• Glacial rock flour turns out to be nutritious, 
phosphorous-enhancing and able to bind CO2 in 
the soil

• “Can the nature of Greenland help the world?”

• “To the benefit of Greenland”



Temporal actors in the GRF project

Which temporalities are at play in the Anthropocene – where human 

beings struggle to understand and change our destructive participation, 

and at the same time have to create new solutions for survival?

• The different economic horizons (‘to the benefit of Greenland’, 

commercialization, funding)

• Research (article pressure, con amore, certainty)

• Nature (mining in disguise?, aesthetics, anthropocentrism, Arctic 

changes)

• Earth (CO2 account, replacing continents, “10.000 years of 

agriculture is one big geo-engineering exercise”)
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Hyperobjects – exploring dust through

sound and material reflections



“Things that are massively distributed in 

time and space relative to humans” 

(e.g. global warming, plastic bags, London, 

plutonium, the Biosphere…)

“The attempt to care for hyperobjects and 

for their distant future guardians will 

strikingly change how humans think about 

themselves and their relationships with 

nonhumans.” 
(2013:121)

“Hyperobjects force us into an intimacy with 

our own death (because they are toxic), with 

others (because everyone is affected by 

them), and with the future (because they 

are massively distributed in time). Attuning 

ourselves to the intimacy that hyperobjects 

demand is not easy.”
(2013:139)



Podcast series with 6 episodes

Collaboration with philosopher and sound artist Eduardo Abrantes

DUST– GREENHOUSES – THE NORTH POLE – THE ROAD – URANIUM – PLASTIC BAGS

Field work, interviews, desk research

Mix of the sounds of the hyperobjects, experts, conversations, research, readings

Dissemination through online forums, museums, exhibitions

Encountering the Hyperobject: 

Six sonic explorations of human enmeshment in an expanded ecology



”If there’s something we do well in the 
Anthropocene, it is to make dust. We
have drilled, exploded, crushed and 
burned our way into who we are. Metals 
equal crushed rock plus chemical
solutions: we extract what we need from 
the mountain and get rid of the rest. Or 
so we pretend. The rocky dust escapes us, 
puffs into the air, falls into soils and 
rivers, migrates the world around and on 
itself. The chemicals bind themselves to 
the dust; cyanide and bleach and 
sulphuric acid, traveling adeptly with the 
dust just as a fly travels fast when it 
clings to a horse’s tail.”

”But dust also travels unaccompanied, 
far outside human companionship. It 
blends worlds and communicates across
continents. For example: Wind-blown
dust from the Saharan desert nourishes
the Atlantic Ocean and South American 
forests.”

(Berg Johansen & Abrantes, 2017)





R&Sie(n) (François Roche, Gilles Desèvedavy, Stéphanie Lavaux, Jean Navarro). Dustyrelief F/B-mu.

Design for Conyemporary Art Museum, Bangkok, 2002. 

”We rinse our streets and polish our buildings, 

broom and hoover, suck and filter. Flush into

sewers, purification plants, tailing dams. We show 

our waste the back door and try to disconnect. 

Electricity plants and heavy industries are hidden

in the margins of our cities, keeping our fumes and 

smokes away, away like a fantasy.” 

(Berg Johansen, 2017)



Summarizing reflections

• Encouragement of foundation-based models

• Support interest in / rights of non-humans (e.g. rivers, mountains, 
animals)

• Design with heed to unknown future needs

• Temporal reporting – whose temporalities are affected and how?

• Display hypocrisy (the need for shorter term solutions while inside
longer term problems)

• Care and intimacy – using materials with attentiveness: cradle-to-
cradle labeling, materialities workshops inside organizations

• Rest! Think!


