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SMART Business Forum 
 

 
The SMART Business Forum is a platform for industry engagement in the EU-funded project 

Sustainable Market Actors for Responsible Trade (SMART). The aim is to contribute to a faster 

transition to sustainability through the creation of sustainable business models. The SMART Business 

Forum provides a space for mutual learning and exchange of knowledge in an inclusive and friendly 

environment where people can feel free to speak their mind. We look forward to learning more about 

what businesses perceive as the main barriers to and possibilities for more sustainable market actors, 

and presenting our tentative and final research results for feedback.   

An important work-in-progress research, which we wish to share with the SMART Business Forum, is 

an integrated approach to governance and assessment. We believe has great potential for business 

that wishes to implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals. We are developing a Sustainable 

Governance Model using an analytical framework that integrates the groundbreaking research on 

planetary boundaries and the social foundation. This provides a system for a business to commit to 

creating sustainable value within planetary boundaries, and integrate this commitment throughout 

the business. The combination of the model and the Sustainability Assessment Tool, also work-in-

progress, gives the business the possibility of a research-based and stringent assessment of the 

business’ sustainability impacts, through a life-cycle based approach. The Sustainable Governance 

Model and the Sustainability Assessment Tool provide a basis for a continuous improvement process 

and better internal and external communication about the business’ sustainability impact. 

As a follow-up of this, and with the aim of deepening the industry engagement in and beyond SMART, 

we will present two opportunities for business to engage with this work: (1) the SMART Pilot Projects 

and (2) the SMART Sustainable Governance Programme.   

The Business Forum will be launched on 22 May 2018 in Oslo, where we will invite businesses from a 

number of sectors in Europe. The theme of the first meeting will be to receive input from business on 

the greatest challenges for sustainable business. We will also present the plans for the SMART Pilot 

Projects and the SMART Sustainable Governance Programme.    

The second Business Forum meeting will be held on 13 June 2018 in Oslo, together with the SMART 

Investor Forum, where preliminary outcomes from the SMART comprehensive analysis of barriers and 

possibilities, gaps and incoherencies in the regulatory framework influencing market actors’ decisions 

will be presented. This analysis will combine insights concerning the international level, the EU level 

and the level of selected Member States, and will have the global value chains of products sold in 

Europe as the connecting point.  

 

http://www.smart.uio.no/
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DEEPER INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT 

SMART Pilot Projects 

The pilot projects will require a high level of commitment and engagement from business. Businesses 

signing up to be SMART Pilots, will undertake to implement the SMART Sustainable Governance Model 

and the SMART Sustainability Assessment Tool, which may be in one company, a corporate group or 

in one business area of a company. To facilitate such a Pilot Project, the businesses will be asked to 

contribute funding for research personnel who will be dedicated to work intimately with the person 

responsible of the implementation of this Pilot project in the business for an agreed upon project 

period. We will provide more information upon request. This will start up in 2019. 

SMART Sustainable Governance Programme 

The SMART Sustainable Governance Programme will consist of a series of workshops for businesses 

over one year, where we will present the insights from our research that have led to the development 

of the Sustainable Governance Model and the Sustainability Assessment Tool. This will serve as a 

training programme for business executives or other relevant personnel wishing to implement the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals through sustainable value creation within planetary boundaries. At 

subsequent workshops the participants will have the possibility to discuss their experience with 

applying this knowledge within their businesses, and receive further input and guidance. The 

Sustainable Governance Programme will require a lower financial commitment and be less demanding 

in terms of business engagement. The start-up of the SMART Sustainable Governance Programme is 

tentatively set for September 2019. 

 

http://www.smart.uio.no/creating%20change/pilot-projects/

